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MASTER COURSE GUIDE 
 

COURSE HEADING & NUMBER: 

 

COURSE TITLE: 

 

COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

 
 

PREREQUISITES: (must be taken before this course) 
 
 
COREQUISITES:  (must be taken at the same time as this course) 
 
PRE/COREQUISITES: (can be taken either before or at the same time as this course) 

 
CREDIT HOURS: 
 
LECTURE HOURS PER WEEK: 
 
LAB HOURS PER WEEK: 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS:  (Include any materials needed such as a calculator, software, tool kit, 

etc.  A statement “Check with the bookstore regarding any required textbooks” is also helpful.) 

 
 
COURSE OUTCOMES: 
 
“Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to”:  
 
There are usually 4 or 5 course level outcomes listed here.  These are more global in nature 
than the Student Learning Outcomes (see attached sample of a Master Course Guide) 
 
 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
“Upon successful completion of the course units, modules, or chapters, students will be able to”: 
The number of student learning outcomes varies based on course level outcomes.  Generally 
there are 20-30 student learning outcomes for a 3 credit hour course. 
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GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES: 

 
The College has identified six general education outcomes, listed in the current catalog under 
“general education”.  If your course addresses any or all of the general education outcomes OR 
you believe that students gain these skills as a result of successfully completing your class, 
include them as general education outcomes.  If you do not believe your students necessarily 
gain these skills in this specific class, don’t include them (see attached sample). 
 

 Communicate effectively in oral and written formats 

 Employ or utilize information access and literacy skills 

 Demonstrate problem-solving and critical thinking skills 

 Employ mathematical and science literacy skills 

 Acquire a cultural, artistic and global perspective 

 Demonstrate professional and human relations skills 

 

TYPES OF ASSESSMENT TOOLS USED: 
 
FORMATIVE: At least 3 of the following:  participation and/or satisfactory performance in 

classroom discussions or activities, homework or in-class assignments, student’s self- reports, 

small group interaction, self-appraisal or application activities or assessments determined 

appropriate by the instructor. 

SUMMATIVE: At least 2 of the following:  participation and/or satisfactory performance on 

quizzes, review questions from textbook, videos, class discussions, or activities, unit exams, 

final exam, research paper or project, course evaluation, self-evaluation, pre and posttests, or 

assessments determined appropriate by the instructor. 

MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS: For quizzes, homework, and assessment 

activities listed, the instructor’s analysis of satisfactory demonstration of knowledge will be used; 
on summative methods such as exams, papers, or projects, achieving a letter grade of “C”, or 
70% or above will demonstrate satisfactory understanding and basic mastery of outcomes. 

 
 
SUBMISSION OR LAST REVISION DATE 
 
SUBMITTED BY, 

FACULTY MEMBER: 

TITLE: 

SUBMISSION DATE: 
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REVISED BY, 

NAME: 

POSITION OR TITLE: 
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(SAMPLE MASTER COURSE GUIDE) 

MASTER COURSE GUIDE 

PSYCH 105 
Introduction to Psychology 

Course description: 

This course is a survey of psychology.  Major topics include emotion, motivation, perception, learning, 

personality development, cognition and normal and abnormal behavior.  Current therapies, changes 

throughout the life span and biological states as they affect behavior are also studied. 

Prerequisites:  None    Corequisites: None 

Pre/Corequisites:  Satisfactory reading and writing placement test scores or ENG 097 

Credit hours: 3     Lecture hours per week: 3 

Expanded description/Course Focus: 

This is a required course for general education core and nursing.  Topics included are the science of 

psychology, biology and behavior, lifespan development, learning, memory, sensation and perception, 

motivation and emotion, health psychology, personality development, abnormal behavior and 

therapies, and social and industrial psychology. 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS:  A notebook or three ring binder is recommended for notes and 

handouts 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 

1. Students will be able to apply major concepts and compare and contrast theories used in 
psychology 

2. Students will be able to compare the nature’s and nurture’s influence on human behavior 
3. Students will be able to apply concepts related to sensation, perception, motivation, emotion, 

memory, and intelligence 
4. Students will be able to relate psychological influences to health and wellness  
5. Students will be able to describe abnormal behavior, its causes and treatments  
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students who successfully complete Introduction to Psychology will: 

(Corresponding Course Learning Outcomes are indicated at the end of each Student Learning Outcome) 

1. Define psychology CLO#1 
2. Recognize methods and limitations of psychological research CLO#1 
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3. Identify ethical dilemmas in psychological research CLO#1 
4. Identify psychological specialties and careers CLO#1 
5. Compare and contrast major psychological theories CLO#1 
6. Identify relevant brain and nervous system structures CLO#3 
7. Recognize effects of neurotransmitters, hormones, and chemical imbalances on   
            Behavior CLO#2 & 5 
8. Define sensation and perception CLO#3 
9. Compare and contrast sensation and perception processes CLO#3 
10. Describe theories of motivation CLO#3 
11. Describe physiological, cognitive, and expressive components of emotion CLO#3 
12. Describe normal and altered states of consciousness CLO#1 & 4 
13. Define functions of sleep and dreaming CLO #4 
14. Identify common sleep disorders CLO#4 & 5 
15. Explain effects of altering consciousness with drugs CLO#4 
16. Describe learning theory, including classical and operant conditioning CLO#1 
17. Apply principles of behavior modification CLO #1 & 4 
18. Explain short-term and long-term memory processes CLO#3 
19. Describe and apply memory improvement strategies CLO#3 
20. Explain cognition, concept formation, problem-solving, reasoning, and critical  
               thinking CLO #3 
21. Explain the concept of intelligence CLO#3 
22. Describe methods of intelligence testing CLO#3 
23. Describe major theories of human development CLO#1, 2,  
24. Identify developmental stages from conception through old age CLO#1, 2  
25. Identify effects of teratogens during pregnancy CLO#2  
26. Describe effective and ineffective parenting practices CLO#2  
27. Distinguish biological and cultural gender differences CLO#2 
28. Describe influences on human sexuality CLO#2 
29. Recognize psychological influences on "health and wellness" CLO#4 
30. Describe stress and apply concepts related to stress management CLO #1 & 4 
31. Explain major theories of personality CLO#1  
32. Identify characteristics and types of "abnormal" behavior CLO#5 
33. Describe historical and current approaches to diagnosis and treatment of psychological  
               disorders  CLO#5 
34. Define social psychology CLO #1 
35. Recognize how psychology is used in organizations and industry CLO#1 
36. Describe biological (nature) influences on behavior CLO#2  
37. Describe environmental (nurture) influences on behavior CLO#2  
38. Apply psychological principles to their own lives CLO #4 
 

GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES:  Students who successfully complete Introduction to Psychology 
will: 

1. Communicate effectively in oral and written formats 
2. Demonstrate problem-solving and critical thinking skills  
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Types of Assessment tools used: 

Formative:  At least 3 of the following:  participation and/or satisfactory performance in classroom 

discussions or activities, homework or in-class assignments, student’s self reports, small group 

interaction, self-appraisal or application activities. 

Summative:  At least 2 of the following:  participation and/or satisfactory performance on quizzes, 

review questions from textbook, videos, class discussions, or activities, unit exams, final exam, research 

paper or project, course evaluation, self-evaluation, pre and post tests. 

Minimum acceptable standards:  For quizzes, homework, and assessment activities listed, the 

instructor’s analysis of satisfactory demonstration of knowledge will be used; on summative methods 

such as exams, papers, or projects, achieving a letter grade of “C”, or 70% or above will demonstrate 

satisfactory understanding and basic mastery of outcomes. 

 

Revised 09/18/17 

Darcey Ferrell, Assistant Professor 
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