
Referral for Hearing 
 
Provided that the complaint is not resolved through Informal Resolution, once the final investigation 
report is shared with the parties, the Title IX Coordinator will refer the matter for a hearing.  
 
The hearing cannot be less than ten (10) business days from the conclusion of the investigation –when 
the final investigation report is transmitted to the parties and the Decision-maker–unless all parties and 
the Decision-maker agree to an expedited timeline.  
 
The Title IX Coordinator will select an appropriate Decision-maker or Decision-makers from the Pool 
depending on whether the Respondent is an employee or a student. Allegations involving student-
employees in the context of their employment will be directed to the appropriate Decision-maker 
depending on the context and nature of the alleged misconduct.  
 
Hearing Decision-maker Composition 
 
West Virginia Northern Community College will designate a three-member panel from the Pool, at the 
discretion of the Title IX Coordinator. With a panel, one of the three members will be appointed as Chair 
by the Title IX Coordinator.  
 
The Decision-maker(s) will not have had any previous involvement with the investigation. The Title IX 
Coordinator may elect to have an alternate from the Pool sit in throughout the hearing process in the 
event that a substitute is needed for any reason. 
 
Those who have served as Investigators will be witnesses in the hearing and therefore may not serve as 
Decision-makers. Those who are serving as Advisors for any party may not serve as Decision-makers in 
that matter.  
 
The Title IX Coordinator may not serve as a Decision-maker or Chair in the matter but may serve as an 
administrative facilitator of the hearing if their previous role(s) in the matter do not create a conflict of 
interest. Otherwise, a designee may fulfill this role. The hearing will convene at a time determined by 
the Chair or designee. 
 
Evidentiary Considerations in the Hearing  
 
Any evidence that the Decision-maker(s) determine(s) is relevant and credible may be considered. The 
hearing does not consider: 1) incidents not directly related to the possible violation, unless they 
evidence a pattern; 2) the character of the parties; or 3) questions and evidence about the 
Complainant’s sexual predisposition or prior sexual behavior, unless such questions and evidence about 
the Complainant’s prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that someone other than the Respondent 
committed the conduct alleged by the Complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific 
incidents of the Complainant’s prior sexual behavior with respect to the Respondent and are offered to 
prove consent.  
 
Previous disciplinary action of any kind involving the Respondent may be considered in determining an 
appropriate sanction upon a determination of responsibility, assuming West Virginia Northern 
Community College uses a progressive discipline system. This information is only considered at the 
sanction stage of the process and is not shared until then.  



 
The parties may each submit a written impact statement prior to the hearing for the consideration of 
the Decision-maker(s) at the sanction stage of the process when a determination of responsibility is 
reached.  
 
After post-hearing deliberation, the Decision-maker renders a determination based on [the 
preponderance of the evidence; whether it is more likely than not that the Respondent violated the 
Policy as alleged. 
 
Notice of Hearing  
 
No less than ten (10) business days prior to the hearing, the Title IX Coordinator or the Chair will send 
notice of the hearing to the parties. Once mailed, emailed, and/or received in-person, notice will be 
presumptively delivered.  
 
The notice will contain: 
 

● A description of the alleged violation(s), a list of all policies allegedly violated, a description of 
the applicable procedures, and a statement of the potential sanctions/responsive actions that 
could result. 

● The time, date, and location of the hearing and a reminder that attendance is mandatory, 
superseding all other campus activities.  

● Any technology that will be used to facilitate the hearing. 
● Information about the option for the live hearing to occur with the parties located in separate 

rooms using technology that enables the Decision-maker(s) and parties to see and hear a party 
or witness answering questions. Such a request must be raised with the Title IX Coordinator at 
least five (5) business days prior to the hearing. 

● A list of all those who will attend the hearing, along with an invitation to object to any Decision-
maker on the basis of demonstrated bias. This must be raised with the Title IX Coordinator at 
least two (2) business days prior to the hearing. 

● Information on how the hearing will be recorded and on access to the recording for the parties 
after the hearing. 

● A statement that if any party or witness does not appear at the scheduled hearing, the hearing 
may be held in their absence, and the party’s or witness’s testimony and any statements given 
prior to the hearing will not be considered by the Decision-maker(s). For compelling reasons, the 
Chair may reschedule the hearing.  

● Notification that the parties may have the assistance of an Advisor of their choosing at the 
hearing and will be required to have one present for any questions they may desire to ask. The 
party must notify the Title IX Coordinator if they do not have an Advisor, and West Virginia 
Northern Community College will appoint one. Each party must have an Advisor present. There 
are no exceptions.  

● A copy of all the materials provided to the Decision-maker(s) about the matter, unless they have 
been provided already.1 

● An invitation to each party to submit to the Chair an impact statement pre-hearing that the 

                                                             
1 The final investigation report may be shared using electronic means that preclude downloading, forwarding, or 
otherwise sharing.  



Decision-maker will review during any sanction determination. 
● An invitation to contact the Title IX Coordinator to arrange any disability accommodations, 

language assistance, and/or interpretation services that may be needed at the hearing, at least 
seven (7) business days prior to the hearing.  

● Whether parties can/cannot bring mobile phones/devices into the hearing. This will be 
determined case by case. 

 
Hearings for possible violations that occur near or after the end of an academic term (assuming the 
Respondent is still subject to this Policy) and are unable to be resolved prior to the end of term will 
typically be held immediately after the end of the term or during the summer, as needed, to meet the 
resolution timeline followed by West Virginia Northern Community College and remain within the 60-90 
business day goal for resolution.  
 
In these cases, if the Respondent is a graduating student, a hold may be placed on graduation and/or 
official transcripts until the matter is fully resolved (including any appeal). A student facing charges 
under this Policy is not in good standing to graduate.  
 
Alternative Hearing Participation Options  
 
If a party or parties prefer not to attend or cannot attend the hearing in person, the party should 
request alternative arrangements from the Title IX Coordinator at least five (5) business days prior to the 
hearing.  
 
The Title IX Coordinator or the Chair can arrange to use technology to allow remote testimony without 
compromising the fairness of the hearing. Remote options may also be needed for witnesses who 
cannot appear in person. Any witness who cannot attend in person should let the Title IX Coordinator or 
the Chair know at least five (5) business days prior to the hearing so that appropriate arrangements can 
be made.  
 
Pre-Hearing Preparation 
 
The Chair or hearing facilitator after any necessary consultation with the parties, Investigator(s) and/or 
Title IX Coordinator, will provide the names of persons who will be participating in the hearing, all 
pertinent documentary evidence, and the final investigation report to the parties at least ten (10) 
business days prior to the hearing.  
 
Any witness scheduled to participate in the hearing must have been first interviewed by the 
Investigator(s) or have proffered a written statement or answered written questions, unless all parties 
and the Chair assent to the witness’s participation in the hearing. The same holds for any evidence that 
is first offered at the hearing. If the parties and Chair do not assent to the admission of evidence newly 
offered at the hearing, the Chair may delay the hearing and instruct that the investigation needs to be 
re-opened to consider that evidence. 
 
The parties will be given a list of the names of the Decision-maker(s) at least five (5) business days in 
advance of the hearing. All objections to any Decision-maker must be raised in writing, detailing the 
rationale for the objection, and must be submitted to the Title IX Coordinator as soon as possible and no 
later than one day prior to the hearing. Decision-makers will only be removed if the Title IX Coordinator 
concludes that their bias or conflict of interest precludes an impartial hearing of the allegation(s).  



 
The Title IX Coordinator will give the Decision-maker(s) a list of the names of all parties, witnesses, and 
Advisors at least five (5) business days in advance of the hearing. Any Decision-maker who cannot make 
an objective determination must recuse themselves from the proceedings when notified of the identity 
of the parties, witnesses, and Advisors in advance of the hearing. If a Decision-maker is unsure of 
whether a bias or conflict of interest exists, they must raise the concern to the Title IX Coordinator as 
soon as possible. 
 
During the ten (10) business day period prior to the hearing, the parties have the opportunity for 
continued review and comment on the final investigation report and available evidence. That review 
and comment can be shared with the Chair at the pre-hearing meeting or at the hearing and will be 
exchanged between each party by the Chair.  
 
Pre-Hearing Meetings 
 
The Chair may convene a pre-hearing meeting(s) with the parties and/or their Advisors to invite them to 
submit the questions or topics they (the parties and/or their Advisors) wish to ask or discuss at the 
hearing, so that the Chair can rule on their relevance ahead of time to avoid any improper evidentiary 
introduction in the hearing or provide recommendations for more appropriate phrasing. However, this 
advance review opportunity does not preclude the Advisors from asking a question for the first time at 
the hearing or from asking for a reconsideration based on any new information or testimony offered at 
the hearing. The Chair must document and share with each party their rationale for any exclusion or 
inclusion at a pre-hearing meeting. 
 
The Chair, only with full agreement of the parties, may decide in advance of the hearing that certain 
witnesses do not need to be present if their testimony can be adequately summarized by the 
Investigator(s) in the investigation report or during the hearing.  
 
At each pre-hearing meeting with a party and their Advisor, the Chair will consider arguments that 
evidence identified in the final investigation report as relevant is, in fact, not relevant. Similarly, 
evidence identified as directly related but not relevant by the Investigator(s) may be argued to be 
relevant.  
 
The Chair may rule on these arguments pre-hearing and will exchange those rulings between the parties 
prior to the hearing to assist in preparation for the hearing. The Chair may consult with legal counsel 
and/or the Title IX Coordinator or ask either or both to attend pre-hearing meetings. 
 
The pre-hearing meeting(s) will be recorded. 
 
Hearing Procedures 
 
At the hearing, the Decision-maker(s) has the authority to hear and make determinations on all 
allegations of sexual harassment and/or retaliation and may also hear and make determinations on any 
additional alleged policy violations that have occurred in concert with the sexual harassment and/or 
retaliation, even though those collateral allegations may not specifically fall within the Policy.  
 
Participants at the hearing will include the Chair, any additional panelists, the hearing facilitator, the 
Investigator(s) who conducted the investigation, the parties (or three (3) organizational representatives 



when an organization is the Respondent), Advisors to the parties, any called witnesses, the Title IX 
Coordinator and/or Deputy Coordinator and anyone providing authorized accommodations or assistive 
services. 
 
The Chair will answer all questions of procedure. Anyone appearing at the hearing to provide 
information will respond to questions on their own behalf.  

The Chair will allow witnesses who have relevant information to appear at a portion of the hearing in 
order to respond to specific questions from the Decision-maker(s) and the parties and will then be 
excused.  
 
Joint Hearings 
 
In hearings involving more than one Respondent or in which two (2) or more Complainants have 
accused the same individual of substantially similar conduct, the default procedure will be to hear the 
allegations jointly.  
 
However, the Title IX Coordinator may permit the investigation and/or hearings pertinent to each 
Respondent to be conducted separately if there is a compelling reason to do so. In joint hearings, 
separate determinations of responsibility will be made for each Respondent with respect to each alleged 
policy violation.  
 
The Order of the Hearing – Introductions and Explanation of Procedure 

The Chair explains the procedures and introduces the participants. This may include a final opportunity 
for challenge or recusal of the Decision-maker(s) on the basis of bias or conflict of interest. The Chair will 
rule on any such challenge unless the Chair is the individual who is the subject of the challenge, in which 
case the Title IX Coordinator will review and decide the challenge. 

The Chair AND/OR hearing facilitator then conducts the hearing according to the hearing script. At the 
hearing, recording, witness logistics, party logistics, curation of documents, separation of the parties, 
and other administrative elements of the hearing process are managed by a non-voting hearing 
facilitator appointed by the Title IX Coordinator. The hearing facilitator may attend to: logistics of rooms 
for various parties/witnesses as they wait; flow of parties/witnesses in and out of the hearing space; 
ensuring recording and/or virtual conferencing technology is working as intended; copying and 
distributing materials to participants, as appropriate, etc.   

 
 


